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SUMMER 2019

Become a Citizen Scientist during the Scrub Jay Watch Citizen
Science Training Session. Participants will learn how to identify
Florida Scrub Jays by sight, sound and behavior in order to assist
in a statewide monitoring program. You will also learn about the
Florida Scrub-Jay cooperative breeding behavior, population
trends and stability, and standardized Jay Watch survey methods
employed statewide. The training is on June 8, 8am - 12pm, with
mandatory monitoring hikes on June 21, 22 and 23, where you’ll
put your training to the test. During the hikes, make sure to wear
long pants and closed-toed shoes and bring binoculars, water
and snacks. The training session is FREE for participants but you
will be expected to participate in hikes listed. To participate,
email Jacqui Sulek at jsulek@audubon.org AND Doug Rogers at
Doug.T.Rogers@floridadep.gov. Training will be held at the Envi-
ronmental Education Center, 2541 SE Walton Road, Port St Lucie.
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This issue we hear from Henry Maursey,
a volunteer at Savannas Preserve State
Park since 1997 and a long-standing
member and supporter of the Friends
of Savannas CSO Board. To date, he has
completed over 4,400 volunteer hours.

gram was introduced. His knowledge Henry says ...

and understanding of biology, ecology

My favorite Savan-
nas Preserve experi-
ence is assisting
education programs
with young stu-
dents—it’s more

and anatomy has been an invaluable

asset while educating visitors and stu-
dents about the natural system at the
Savannas. Henry also assists with Spe-

Henry is a dedicated Educa-
tion Programs volunteer,
helping out with field trips
for school-aged children
from all over St. Lucie and
Martin Counties. Henry
played a huge role in imple-
menting the LIFE Program at
the Savannas when the pro-
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love that everyone at
the Savannas is not
only hard at work,
but also jokes and
relaxes as a family in
the Education Center
and at the park.
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Vatural Wonders in the I?n@@@w@

The Florida Scrub Jay

Meet the Florida Scrub-Jay, a large, long-tailed songbird

found only in Florida oak scrublands.

e How to identify - Scrub-Jays are blue and light grey
with white “frosting” on its head and upper back, also
known as a cape.

e Habitat—Scrub Jays nest low in the oaks on the sandy
ridge of the Savannas called the Atlantic coastal ridge.
Jays occupy/protect a territory of about 25 acres.

e Diet—Scrub Jays are omnivorous birds with a heavy
focus on acorns.

e Interesting Fact—They mate for life and breed in
cooperative flocks, or family groups, where the mom, dad and up to six fledglings help feed the
young and defend the territory.

e Significance at the Savannas—Florida Scrub-Jays are an endangered species and number only about
4,000 pairs. Habitat loss is their biggest threat. Scrub-Jays typically live no more than 5 miles from
where they hatch and don’t like to travel over lands that aren’t scrub oak, so protected places like
the Savannas are especially important for their survival. Fire is required to maintain their habitat.

The Florida Sand Pine

The sand pine, Pinus clausa, is a native pine tree and a relative of

the common Florida slash pine.

¢ Needles—The sand pine’s needles are only 2-3.5 inches long

e Height—They typically grow between 20 and 40 feet tall.

e Shape—Sand pines trunks are crooked or Ieanlng and grow
more limbs on one side of the tree than : ' NS
the other. Limbs grow close to the ground.

e Bark—It’s bark goes from gray/gray-brown
at the bottom to red-brown near the top.

¢ Habitat—Sand Pines grow on dry sand
ridges, like the Preserve’s eastern, sandy
Atlantic Coastal ridge. These trees are a fire
dependent species and will become dominant with fire exclu-
sion, leading to a lack of biodiversity in the shrub layer.

¢ Significance at the Savannas—Sand pines play an important
role for more than 20 threatened or endangered species.

This species will become dominant with fire exclusion, leading
to a lack of biodiversity in shrub layer.

772.398.2779 e http/ww.friendsofsavannas.org Savannas EchoeseSummer 2019 2



FRIENDS HIGHLIGHTS

+ Next Board Meeting is Saturday, November 9,
from 12:30-2:30pm at the Education Center.

+ Voted to meet monthly from November
through April of each year to provide seasonal
FL residents an opportunity to be on the Board
of Directors.

+ Rebuilt Native Plant Sale Area to increase
room for more plants and improved irrigation
system.

+ Supported environmental education programs
that reached more than 650 students during
the last year.

Become a Member of
the Friends of Savannas

Friends of Savannas is a volunteer-based, nonprofit

corporation created to enhance, support, and edu-

cate while also protecting the natural and cultural
resources of the Savannas Preserve State Park.

By becoming a member, you will play a critical role
in preserving the largest freshwater marsh system
on the southeast coast of Florida.

Membership benefits include:

* 10 FREE entries into Savannas Preserve State
Park

* 10% discount in the Friends’ Gift Store

Visit us online or at the Park
during business hours to
learn more!

PARK HIGHLIGHTS

+

+

+

Exotic Plant Removal Project underway to treat
approximately 500 acres of land.

Installed bollards in front of the Education Cen-
ter to increase safety along the sidewalk.

Improving the fence along Walton Road
portion of the Preserve.
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE

Jay Watch Training

Learn about the Florida Scrub-Jay’s behaviors, cooperative breed-
ing, and population trends as well as how to properly monitor and
survey them in the field.

June 8, 8am-12pm
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Summer Solstice Drum Circle

Celebrate the solstice with music. Bring your own drum or just
enjoy the ambiance. No reservation is required. S5 cash per person

June 23, 7-9pm
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Song Circle & Folk Jams

Bring a stringed instrument and jam or just come by and
listen. No reservation is required.

= June 9, 3-5 pm =July 14, 3-5 pm -=Aug 11, 3-5pm
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Treasure Coast Homeschool Open House

Savannas Preserve State Park is hosting this FREE Open House so home-
school families can learn more about the amazing resources available in
our community. There will be more than 30 organizations, clubs and
homeschool groups present to share information about the services they
offer for homeschool families. Please don’t miss out on this special day!

June 29, 10am-2pm
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-= All events require reservations and take place at the Environmental Center on 2541 Walton
Road, unless stated otherwise. Please call 772-398-2779 to register.

= Events without a cost attached are free with park admission of $3 cash per vehicle.

~= Park admission is waived for Florida State Park Annual pass holders.

-= For more details on events, check out our website at www.friendsofsavannas.org
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