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Getting to the Root 
of the Problem

by Joseph Roberts
 

Once seen few and far between at Savannas Preserve State 
Park, exotic feral hogs and the destructive path they leave 
behind are now a common occurrence. Introduced by 

Spanish explorers in the late 1500s, feral pigs now occupy all 67 
Florida counties and have taken residence here at the preserve. 
Their feeding habits cause a variety of destruction, mainly making 
the ground they leave in their path look like a freshly plowed field. 
Wild hogs are omnivorous (eats food of both plant and animal 
origin), which means they not only destroy the beautiful natu-
ral landscape of the preserve, they also pose a serious threat to 
native wildlife. Not only do the preserve’s native wildlife species 
(deer, quail, turkey, turtles, etc.) have to compete for food, the 
wild hogs also may consume the nests of young reptiles, ground 
nesting birds, and mammals including deer fawns. Another area 
of concern is the potential for wild hogs to serve as reservoirs 
for disease and 
parasites including 
brucellosis, tubercu-
losis, salmonellosis, 
ticks, lice, fleas, and 
various flukes and 
worms that may 
affect native wildlife 
species and people. 

The Division 
of Recreation and 
Parks has an Exotic 
and Nuisance Wildlife Management Program in which the Savan-
nas participates. Over the past year, two Savannas staff members 
have earned their certification to remove nuisance animals through 
this program. Due to their efforts, over 175 wild hogs have been 
trapped and removed from the preserve since March 2015. Wild 
hog populations can be controlled but are unlikely to be eliminated  
due to their frequency in breeding habits—females are able to give 
birth starting between 6 months to 1 year of age and produce 2 
litters of 1-13 piglets per year. With the management of the ever 
growing population of wild hogs at Savannas Preserve State Park, 
we can keep the destruction of the beautiful scenery and native 
wildlife species to a minimum. e
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEEKLY PROGRAMMING
�Weekend Kayak Tours: Fridays and Saturdays at 

8:00am. Tour the park from the water with experienced 
kayak guides by your side. Cost is a $10 per person dona-
tion to the Friends of Savannas, plus park admission. 
Reservations required. 

APRIL
�Friday, April 1: Campfire Sing-along & Ranger Program. 

The Junior Friends of Savannas invite the public to join 
them for an evening in the park. Partici-
pants will enjoy a campfire and old-fash-
ioned sing-along. The evening also in-
cludes a ranger-led interpretive program 
and, of course, s’mores! This program is 
free! Reservations are requested.

�Saturday, April 2; 9:00am-4:00pm: 
Audubon Field Academy – Become a 
Certified Birding Naturalist. Join Audu-
bon of Martin County for this third of 
eight training sessions and get started 
earning your Birding Naturalist certifica-
tion. Cost is $45 per person per session. 
For more information, or to register, go 
to audubonmartincounty.org

�Saturday, April 2; 2:00-5:00pm: New 
Volunteer Orientation. New volunteers 
are encouraged to attend this required 
basic training. The course includes a 
tour of the facility, an introduction to 
the Florida Park Service volunteer pro-
gram, and a brief review of the ecology 
and management of the park. Please 
RSVP to Wren Underwood at Elizabeth.
Underwood@dep.state.fl.us

�Saturday, April 9; 9:00-11:00am: Pine 
Flatwoods Walk. Join Florida Master 
Naturalist Paul Strauss for this informa-
tive stroll through the park’s pineland habitat. Discover 
the flora, fauna, and ecology of Florida’s most widespread 
ecosystem. Participants should wear closed-toe shoes 
and be prepared for wet and muddy trails. Reservations 
required. Free with paid park admission. Meet at the 
Savannas Education Center.

�Saturday, April 9; 12:30pm: Friends of Savannas Month-
ly Board Meeting. The Friends of Savannas is the park’s 

support organization. Come check out the inner workings 
of this nonprofit group and see firsthand all the amazing 
things they do.

�Sunday, April 10; 3:00-5:00pm: Savannas Song Circle 
and Folk Jam. Enjoy the wonder of old-fashioned porch 
music right here at Savannas Preserve State Park! Pull 
up a chair and listen, or bring an instrument and join in 
the jam. This program is free with paid park admission.

�Saturday, April 16; 9:00am-1:30pm: Techno-Rangers 
Workshop & Kayak Outing. Animation and gaming 
enthusiasts ages 10-14 are encouraged to reserve a 
spot in this fabulous new workshop series designed and 

facilitated by teen volunteers. Participants 
must supply their own laptop. This session 
includes a kayak tour of the Savannas Basin 
Marsh. Cost is $15 per person. Registration 
is required. Call 772 398-2779 or email Eliza-
beth.Underwood@dep.state.fl.us for more 
information or to register.
�Thursday, April 21; 10am-12:30pm: 

Homeschool Event: A Nature Journal 
Odyssey. Homeschool families are invited 
to delve into nature journaling in this 
creative, hands-on mini-event for ages 7 
and up. Younger children are welcome with 
parental assistance. Participants will make 
a nature journal, then rotate through sta-
tions to learn how to draw wildlife, identify 
plants using leaf shape, create art using 
pressed flowers and leaves, and write 
nature poetry. Contemplation walks are 
also planned. Cost is $3 per child. Space is 
limited. Reservations are required. 

�Sunday, April 24; 3:00-5:00pm: Savan-
nas Song Circle and Folk Jam. Enjoy the 
wonder of old-fashioned porch music right 
here at Savannas Preserve State Park! Pull 
up a chair and listen, or bring an instru-
ment and join in the jam. This program is 
free with paid park admission.

�Saturday, April 30; 9:00am-11:00am: Ranger-led Hike. 
Join Ranger Paul Milette to explore the park. Free with 
paid park admission. Reservations required.

MAY
�Saturday, May 7; 10:00am-Noon: St. Lucie County El-

ementary Science Fair Showcase. Elementary students 

Volunteers and members of the 
public will team up on Friday, April 22, 
8:00am-1:30pm, to celebrate Earth 
Day 2016 with the Earth Day Commu-
nity Service Project. Participants will 
work to remove exotic invasive plants 
in the park. These plants threaten 
natural systems by outcompeting 
native plants for light, space, nutri-
ents, and other resources. Removal 
of pest species is an enormous and 
continuous task for the park’s land 
managers. You can help! Sign up today 
to be a part of this Earth Day effort!! 
Participants are asked to meet at the 
Savannas Education Center; to bring 
water, lunch/snacks, and work gloves; 
and to wear long pants and closed-toe 
shoes.
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Friends of Savannas Preserve State Park

�����������������
Savannas Preserve State Park Education Center

2541 SE Walton Road; Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

(772) 398-2779

Survival in the Savannas
June 6-8, 2016; 9:00am � 3:00pm
The Friends of Savannas Preserve State Park o�ers this immersion experi-
ence for children who want to learn basic survival skills. Campers will 
learn how to build a sun compass, construct a debris shelter, �nd water 
in the most unusual places, learn primitive �re-starting techniques, and 
much more! This exciting camp is o�ered to children entering grades 5 
through 8. Cost is $75 per camper.

Savannas Sprouts
June 13-17, 2016; 9:00am-1:00pm
This camp encourages an appreciation of the natural world and local his-
tory through nature study and archaeology-based activities. Participants 
discover the wonders of wetlands through a dip-netting adventure! They�ll 
discover Florida�s past by going on an archaeological dig! Other activities 
include fossil studies, hunting for insects, birdwatching, and more. This 
camp is open to children entering grades 2 through 4. Cost is $80 per 
camper.

Photo Bugs
June 20-22, 2016; 9:00am-1:00pm
Their curiosity about the natural world and ability to spot small details 
make kids a great �t to learn nature photography. The camp includes out-
ings and hands-on activities to teach the principles behind basic camera 
function and the composition of good photographs. Photo Bugs Camp 
will be facilitated by professional photographers. This camp is open to 
children entering grades 5 through 7. Campers must bring their own 
camera. Cost is $75 per camper.

Swamp Stomp Outdoor Adventure Camp
June 27-July 1, 2016; 9:00am-3:00pm
Nature and FUN go hand-in-hand in this recreational-based 
camp. Campers will explore nature while discovering and hon-
ing life-long hobbies, including kayaking, birding, geocaching, 
archery, and �shing. Stewardship and Leave No Trace techniques 
are signi�cant aspects. This camp is open to children entering 
grades 3 through 6. Cost is $100.
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Scrub Restoration: Before (above) and After (below): Park staff, OPS staff, and Florida Conservation Corps members worked to improve 
scrub jay habitat in the park by removing adjacent sand pines. Here you can see their progress.

“A Naturalist in the Savannas” volunteer training participants 
stand among the flowering Sky Blue Lupine at Hawk’s Bluff.

Dee Staley takes her best shot at 
the park’s Archery for Volunteers 
program in January.

Lupine bloomed in syn-
chronicity at Hawk’s Bluff, 
making a prodigious blue 
blanket along the trail.

Savannas staff teamed with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to attempt a pre-
scribed burn of the basin marsh. Pictured here, left to right, are Paul 
Milette, Josh Kuhn, and Dan Griffin.

Many thanks to Joe Richards who took on the arduous task of recon-
structing the base for our glass display cases. His efforts now allow us 
to move each display case independently and use them in a variety of 
ways. It also helped us open up the Gift Store area to make room for 
new shelf displays—which were also constructed by Joe. 

A juvenile banded water snake 
warms up on the center’s sidewalk.

At the
PARK
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Pioneer Day
Photo by Cindy Christie

The Friends of Savannas 2016 Pioneer Day Festival 
was a hootin’, hollerin’ good time for all! A special 
thank you goes out to participating park volunteers 

and exhibitors, as well as to our event partner, Clover 4-H. 
Not only did you make this event possible, you made it a 
success!! More than 500 visitors enjoyed the many aspects 
of the event including the hay ride, living history exhibits, 
old-fashioned games, storytelling, music, food and more. 
Plans to expand the event are ongoing. 

While celebrating our local history is the primary focus of 
our Pioneer Day Festival, the event also generated funds for 
the Friends of Savannas. After expenses, the event brought 
in nearly $800. These funds will be used to support the 
park’s resource management and community education 
efforts. e
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Board of Directors Report 
First Quarter of 2016

by Henry Maursey

I have been secretary of the Friends of Savannas Board of Direc-
tors since the mists of time first covered the savannas. Thus I 
have been requested to compose an article for this newsletter 

about what this most august body has accomplished during the 
first quarter of 2016. It seems 
strange to me that one fourth 
of the year 2016 is now part of 
the past. 

We now have over ten times 
as much money in our treasury 
as we had in the year 2000. 
This money comes from kayak 
trips, special events, education 
programs, gift shop, and plant 
sales. The board feels that 
most of this money is needed 
to equip the new addition to 
the education center. We are 
looking at purchasing chairs, 
tables, window blinds, and a 
sound system. 

During the first quarter of 2016 the board has allocated 
$10,000 for a sound system for the new building addition and 
$370 to send our biologist and two AmeriCorps members to a 

plant pest control conference. We also allocated money for several 
events and this money was returned from the profits gained from 
these events. 

Two past board members, John and Diane Allen, who have been 
here as long as I, retired from 
their Savannas positions for 
family reasons. They were 
presented a plaque with their 
names inscribed. 

A new board member, 
Brenda Gerdes, has taken on 
the difficult task of bringing 
our bylaws up to date. She is 
chair on an ad-hoc committee 
formed for this purpose.

Our April 2016 board meet-
ing will take us into the second 
quarter of 2016. We will have 
our elections for new board 
members at this meeting. We 
hope to have three new board 

members elected. Including myself there are five old board mem-
bers remaining from far hazy misty past. It will be good to have 
new people on the board.e

Diane and John Allen receive their Outstanding Service Award from 
Friends of Savannas President Ray Treacy.

New Native Garden Comes to Savannas

A new native garden 
has recently been 
installed at the 

Education Center. This 
beautiful example of 
native landscaping will 
serve as a wonderful 
interpretive tool allowing 
staff and volunteers to 
teach visitors about the 
benefits of using native 
plants in their yards. 
These benefits include 
using less water, using 
fewer chemicals like fertilizer and pesticides, attracting 
more birds and butterflies, and much more. 

The garden has been a labor of love by park vol-
unteers. Penny Snyder has worked with shade house 
volunteers for more than a year to prepare for the garden. 
Key players include Mary Starzinski and Kathy Petteruti who hired 

and paid for a professional 
Landscape Designer to plan the 
garden. A huge thank you to 
Penny, Mary, and Kathy for their 
passion and hard work to see 
this project through!! A special 
thank you also goes out to Palm 
City Natives for the fantastic 
bargain on native plants. 

Installation of the gar-
den and irrigation system 
was a fun team effort 
consisting of “Can-do” 
volunteers, Shade House 
volunteers, and park 
staff. The garden comes 
just in time for the open-
ing of the park’s addition 
and beautifies our parking 

area. Come on out soon to see the project for yourself! e
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Park Staff: 

Park Manager: Chris Vandello 
Douglas Rogers
Joseph Roberts
Wren Underwood 
Greg Brown 
Paul Milette
Robert Wiggins 
Dan Griffin

Newsletter Staff: 
Wren Underwood (park liaison)
Debra Goodrich (design) 

Become a Member!
Benefits include:

One Free Kayak Tour • 10% Discount in the Friends of Savannas’ Gift Boutique
Discount on Friends-sponsored Events & Workshops

Support Environmental Education in your Community
Support Park Programs & Resource Management

Friends of Savannas Preserve State Park, Inc. is a 501(c)3 tax exempt corporation. 
To join Friends of Savannas Preserve State Park, Inc., enclose the membership fee of: 

	 ☐ $5.00 for students (through high school)	 ☐ $15.00 per person 

	 ☐ $25.00 per family 	 ☐ $50.00 for organization or commercial entity 

☐ I’d like to donate an additional $____________	 Total amount enclosed: $________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________________________ State__________ Zip_________________________

Email: _ ____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone #: _ ______________________________________________________ Date_ _______________________

Mail to: Friends of Savannas Preserve, 2541 Walton Road, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 

Executive Officers
President: Ray Treacy
Treasurer: Dee Staley 
Secretary: Henry Maursey 
Friends of Savannas Preserve State Park, Inc. is comprised 
of members and volunteers. The Board of Directors meets the 
second Saturday of each month in the Education Center at 2541 Walton Road. 
The general membership is encouraged to attend the meetings. The Friends 
recruit volunteers, raise funds for supplies and park education programs, and 
assist the park staff with restoration, interpretation, and maintenance of the 
Preserve.

Thank You!
lG
Like Us on 
Facebook:

Friends of 
Savannas Preserve 

State Park

…for the Ring-neck Snake photo on loan from Patrick Faehnle.

…for the frozen mice from Connie and Ray Netherton, in memory of “Gracie.”

…for the telescope from the Barbeau family.

…for the landscape design plan for new native garden, paid for by Mary Starzinski & Kathy Petteruti.

…for the menu sign by Bob Cimino.

…for the cash donations from Pete and Judy Theune and the Jensen Beach Garden Club.
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