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A freakishly fun Halloween event for the whole family is coming
to the Savannas Preserve State Park! We invite you to participate
in ghoulish games, crazy crafts, eerie educational activi-
ties, and winding walks through the glow-in-the-dark forest! The
event will also feature two Creatures of the Night Live Animal
Shows starting at 5:30pm and 6:45pm presented by the Treasure
Coast Wildlife Center! Hayrides from 5-7:30 pm will provide a
unique opportunity to see this beautiful, serene preserve from a
different vantage point. All ages are encouraged to arrive in their
best animal attire, or make your own critter mask during the
event — the Savannas will be swamping with snakes, owls, foxes
and more! We kindly ask that you refrain from bringing any au-
thentic or toy weapons, as well as alcoholic beverages. Additional
parking will be available along SE Scenic Park Drive. This event will
be hosted rain or shine! Cost is $4/adult, $S2/child (ages 4-12);
cash preferred, all proceeds benefit the Friends of the Savannas.

Look anywhere in the Preserve and you
are likely to find Diana Gregory, Presi-
dent of the Friends of Savannas CSO. In
her new role, Diana wants to know the
Preserve inside and out in order to
build on and enhance the way volun-
teers and visitors can engage
with the park. Diana, who
has enjoyed the sounds of
the Savannas from her back-
yard for 25 years, wants eve-
ryone to know what a treas-
ure this preserve is. “This is
everyone’s park,” says Diana, ||

“and | want to help people

feel emotionally connected to.” Diana is ||| pjgna says ...

leading the charge to build engagement

My favorite Savan-
nas Preserve experi-
ence was seeing the
Savannas mint, an
endangered native
plant whose only
home on Earth is in
Savannas Preserve
State Park. Knowing
that | was standing in
the last natural stand
of this plant was a
gift and almost
brought tears to my
eyes.

through expanded educational pro-
grams for all ages, increased social ac-
tivities, and enhanced communication
between the park and the public. And
don’t be surprised to see Di-
ana splattered with dirt as
she helps improve the park.

| Her most recent effort has
been working with fellow CSO
Diana Gregory, volunteers to im-

Friends of
Savannas CSO

prove the plant

i Shade House.
President
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vatural Wonders in the Preserve

The Great Horned Owl

Meet the Great Horned Owl, a large, thick bodied owl found all over

North and South America.

e How to identify - The Great Horned Owl is mottled gray-brown
with two feathered tufts on its head, reddish brown faces, a white
patch on the throat, and broad, rounded wings.

e Habitat— They live in woods, especially those with fields or open
areas, but can also be found in swamps, deserts, rainforests and
cities. They will also nest in artificial platforms, like osprey.

e Diet—Great Horned Owls eat varied pray, mostly small mammals
and birds, from mice and rabbits to skunks and hawks.

e Interesting Fact—Florida’s largest owl, they are known as the
“tiger of the sky” because of their aggressive and powerful hunting
style, often attacking animals much larger than itself.

e Significance at the Savannas— Look for Great Horned Owls at dawn or dusk near the junction of the
blue and white trails. Listen for a stuttering series of four to five hoots.

Great Horned Owils take over the nests of other large birds, including bald eagles, sometimes forcibly.

They typically lay two to three eggs and each parent helps care for the young for several months.

The Pink Sundew

& The pink sundew, or Drosera capillaris, is a small carnivorous herb

that is part of the sundew family, six of which grow in Florida.

il o Height—Pink sundews grow between 2 to 4 cm tall.

e Shape—The pink sundew lies flat on the ground with its leaves

arranged in a rosette pattern.

e Leaves—Round, spoon-shaped and covered in hair, the tenta-

cle-like leaves end with a mucilaginous secretory gland, making

them appear dewey; these “tentacles” are what trap the plant’s
insect meals. In full sun the leaves are red
but in lower light they are lime-green.

e Flowers—The pink sundew has 6-12
white flowers with 5 petals on a single stalk up to 12 inches tall, opening one
or two at a time during spring.

e Habitat— Pink sundews thrive in moist, acidic soils and can only be found in
wet pine flatwoods and bogs of the southeastern US from Texas to Florida.

e Significance at the Savannas— The pink sundew can only grow where soil nu-
trients are limited but sun and water are abundant. Savannas Preserve SP is an
ideal environment for this threatened plant. Look for them near marsh edges.

The pink sundew’s biggest threat is loss of habitat. They seldom survive in developed areas and are rare-

ly cultivated. Without protected lands like the Preserve, the pink sundew would disappear from Florida.
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FRIENDS HIGHLIGHTS

+ Board Meetings are Nov 9 and Dec 14 from
12:30-2:30pm at the Education Center.

+ Educational events sponsored by the Friends
of Savannas drew in more than 1,150 students
at the Preserve and off-site this summer.

+ Native Plant Committee chair, Sue Munson,
and her team spent the summer sprucing up
the Shade House, cultivating plants and en-
hancing plant sale marketing.

+ The CSO will soon be offering a new series of
informative talks about the preserve and its
flora, fauna and environment.

Become a Member of
the Friends of Savannas

Friends of Savannas is a volunteer-based, nonprofit

corporation created to enhance, support, and edu-

cate while also protecting the natural and cultural
resources of the Savannas Preserve State Park.

By becoming a member, you will play a critical role
in preserving the largest freshwater marsh system
on the southeast coast of Florida.

Membership benefits include:

* 10 FREE entries into Savannas Preserve State
Park

* 10% discount in the Friends’ Gift Store

Visit us online or at the Park
during business hours to
learn more!

PARK HIGHLIGHTS

Eagle Scout Sutherland Harper and Troop 811
replaced the Overlook at the Hawk’s Bluff Trail.

Park Staff developed a new Volunteer Orienta-
tion program to teach current and new volun-
teers more about the Savannas and FL parks.

The Education Center hosted a Homeschool
Open House to more than 300 visitors as a way
to discover the resources in their community.

Park Biologist Rogers led a Jay Watch Citizen
Scientist Training for 20 volunteers to prepare
for the annual Scrub Jay monitoring program.
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE

Flatwood Hikes

9-11:30am

Hike a mile with a naturalist
in the Pine Flatwoods to learn
more about the Preserve’s
flatwoods and freshwater
marsh.

= Oct 13

- Nov 10

i o e o

Hak’s Bluff Hikes

Join a naturalist for a mile
hike along the Hawk’s Bluff
Trail to learn more about the
Preserve’s scrub habitat and
freshwater marsh.

= Oct 27 = Nov 24

i i

Guided Sunset Hikes

5-7pm

Take in the glory of the pine
flatwoods in the afterglow of
sunset and watch the moon
rise in the sky with Ranger
Paul as your guide.

= Nov 12 = Dec12

e o i

Song Circle & Folk Jams, 3-5pm
Bring a stringed instrument and jam or just
come by and listen. S5 cash per person.

Drum Circle, 7-9pm
Bring a drum or just enjoy the ambiance. No
reservation required.

= QOct 13 -= Nov 10 = Dec8 -= Dec 22 - Winter Solstice drum circle

e i i [T o [LHTHT e i o i

Guided Kayak Tours, every Friday and Saturday, 8-10am

Join a Friends of Savannas volunteer guide trained in the ecology of the Savannas on a kayak trip
through the marsh basin. Tours are $10 donation per person (exact cash only since credit cards are
not accepted). If you cannot make it on tour day, please call 772-207-8310 to cancel. Participants
must be 6 or over. Anyone under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult.

e LT i o o [LHTHT o i o i

-= All events require reservations unless otherwise noted. Please call 772-398-2779 to register.
= Events are free with park admission of $3 per vehicle unless otherwise noted.
-= Park admission is waived for Florida State Park pass holders.

-= For more details on events, check out our website at www.friendsofsavannas.org
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