
Coming Soon! 
In celebration of Savannas Preserve State Park’s 43rd birthday, as 
well as the Florida Park Service’s 85th anniversary, we will host a 
community service habitat restoration project in which volunteer 
helpers will work alongside AmeriCorps members to get rid of 
the park’s invasive plants. In addition to exhibits on display at the 
Education Center showcasing the history of the Savannas, there 
will be historical speakers on site to talk about their experiences 
and roles in the creation of the Savannas Preserve as protected 
lands. And there will be cake, of course, because what birthday 
celebration would be complete without one? 
 

Originally scheduled for late April, we hope to offer this 
festive event by late spring or early summer. Please 
check our webpage around that time for updates. 

Tom Fox is a volunteer with a lot of pas-

sion and a lot of energy. With a tool in 

hand or a machine in tow, Tom will 

happily do whatever the park needs, 

whether it’s repairing fences along park 

borders, removing fallen trees, or re-

moving exotic plants. It’s no wonder 

Tom became the leader 

of the Friend’s “Can Do” 

crew, which works each  

week on a project that 

maintains the integrity of 

the park. Tom’s passion 

for birding led him to vol-

unteer at an estuary in 

California while he was employed as a 

mechanic. After he retired, Tom chose 

not to return to his native Connecticut 

and settled in Port St Lucie instead, 

where he started his illustrious volun-

teer career with the Florida State Parks. 

Tom loves the Savannas because of its 

location and the fact that 

it’s a freshwater park 

right next to a salt water 

estuary. The ecology and 

the birds that visit it are 

sources of endless fasci-

nation for Tom, a price-

less Savannas volunteer. 

Tom says ... 

My favorite Savan-
nas Preserve experi-
ence is being certi-
fied to monitor the 
Florida Scrub Jay. I 
help the biologists 
keep track of the 
birds, report on their 
numbers, and help 
find or create new 
nesting sites. As I’m 
out in the field, I get 
to combine my love 
of volunteering with 
my love of birding. 
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Tom Fox receives the Irene DeLaby Award 

for volunteering 10,000 hours at FL State 

Parks; given by Park Mgr Chris Vandello. 

We’re turning 43 and the Florida Park 

Service is turning 85! We hope you 

will help us celebrate. 

What: A community service habitat 

 restoration project 

Where:  Savannas Preserve State 

 Park Education Center 

When: TBA - check webpage for 

  Updates 

RSVP: 772-398-2779 



Meet the American Alligator, a native Floridian reptile. 
 How to identify - American alligators are olive black in color 

and scaly with long, thick tails and wide, round snouts. They 
can grow to 10-15’ long and can weigh up to 1,000 pounds. 

 Habitat— Alligators live in freshwater rivers, lakes, swamps  
marshes of the southeast US, from North Carolina to Texas. 

 Diet—They eat fish, turtles, snakes and small mammals, but 
as opportunistic hunters, they’ll eat anything, even carrion. 

 Interesting Fact— As their teeth wear down or fall out, new 
ones come in; they can go through 3,000 teeth in a lifetime. 

 Significance at the Savannas—The park has a healthy population of alligators of all sizes and ages. 
These “ecosystem engineers” are vital to vital to freshwater areas because they maintain essential 
deep areas in the marsh during long period draw downs via the holes they dig for nesting and as 
protection from the cold, which are then used by other species. 

Though no longer endangered, American alligators still face serious challenges, mainly through habitat 
loss due to pollution and the development of coastal wetlands. As they seek new places to live, they 
interact more with humans, usually with lethal consequences for the alligator. 

American Alligator 

Swamp Hibiscus 

If you live near water, you’ve most likely seen the swamp hibiscus, or 
the swamp rose-mallow, or the hibiscus grandiflora. However you 
identify it, this native bush adds lovely color to hot summer days. 
 Height— The swamp hibiscus typically grows to 8 feet tall. 
 Shape—Swamp hibiscus is shrubby in shape. 
 Leaves—Leaves are 3-lobed, toothed, and heart shaped. Their 
grayish green color and velvety texture give the foliage a silvery tone.  
 Flowers—They produce many 5 petal flowers, each about 8-10” 
wide and 4-6” long, with whitish-pink to 

rose-colored petals which bloom from summer to early fall.  
 Habitat— This plant is a native to the southeastern US and can be found 

throughout Florida in wetlands, marshes, swamps, and along ponds, lakes 
and rivers. They grow in full sun in moist soil to inundated sand or muck.  

 Interesting Fact—As a member of the mallow family (Malvaceae), swamp 
hibiscus is cousin to the plant used to make sugary sweet “marsh mallows”. 

 Significance at the Savannas— Swamp hibiscus can be found throughout 
the park, especially in the wet areas. They are the primary colonizer of disturbed areas and the first 
to appear following a fire or when water levels drop along the wetland edge. Hummingbirds, dragon-
flies, butterflies and bees love its nectar while its seeds feed many songbirds in fall and winter.  
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Friends of Savannas is a volunteer-based, nonprofit 
corporation created to enhance, support, and edu-
cate while also protecting the natural and cultural 

resources of the Savannas Preserve State Park.  
 

By becoming a member, you will play a critical role 
in preserving the largest freshwater marsh system 

on the southeast coast of Florida.  
 

Membership benefits include: 
 10 FREE entries into Savannas Preserve State 

Park 
 10% discount in the Friends’ Gift Store 
 Invitations to Member-Only events 

Visit us online or at the Park 

during business hours to 

learn more! 

 Tom Fox and his Can-Do Team removed the 

overgrowth around the Shade House and 

cleared and repaired fences in the Jensen 

Beach area of the park. 

 The Shade House Team, led by Sue Munson,  

has been growing lots of new native plants to 

be sold for planting. 

 The Shade House has been newly painted and 

hand-decorated thanks to Dan Graves. 

 The Kayak Team, led by Joette Smith, has been 

busy sanitizing all kayaks, paddles and PFDs as 

well as developing a “Trip Experience” survey 

to help determine future kayak purchases. 

 Ashley Kennedy is now a full time Ranger! 

 The Education Center has several additions: 

  A kiosk has been added near the pavilion; 

  The rocking chairs are now attached to the 

    porch thanks to Chris Timbrell; and 

  The old Picture Board was updated by Nancy 

    and Rod Parks, who also built a new one,  

    which was painted by Dan Graves. 

 We now have rebuilt “Park Closure Clocks” 

thanks to Nancy and Rod Parks. 

 The Park is updating its Volunteer folders and 

the Animal Care Manual, the latter to reflect 

current research on animals in captivity. 



EVENTS AT A GLANCE 
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Come learn how to paint wildlife or landscapes found in the Savannas in 

this step-by-step painting class. Our first subject will focus on the pineapple 

and its connection to the pineapple plantations of yesteryear. 

FUNdraising paint pARTy - Pioneer PINEapple 

All events require reservations and take place at the Environmental Center on 2541 Walton Road 

unless stated otherwise. Please call 772-398-2779 to register. 

Events without a cost attached are free with park admission of $3 per vehicle. 

Park admission is waived for Florida State Park pass holders. 

For more details on events, check out our website at www.friendsofsavannas.org 

Bring a stringed instrument and jam or just come by and 

listen. No reservation is required. $5 cash per person. 

Song Circle & Folk Jams 

June 14, 3-5 pm 

Celebrate the solstice with music. Bring your own drum or just 

enjoy the ambiance. No reservation is required. 

Summer Solstice Drum Circle 

June 21, 7-9pm 

Join a Friends of Savannas volunteer guide trained in the ecology of the Savan-

nas on a kayak trip through the marsh basin. Tours are $10 donation per person 

(exact cash only - credit cards are not accepted). If you cannot make it on tour 

day, please call 772-207-8310 to cancel. Participants must be 6 or over. Anyone 

under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Guided Kayak Tours, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, 8-10am 

Tours tentatively scheduled to resume on May 22 

May 31, 1-3pm 


